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quite seriously, "The chickens weren't worth $3.88 themselves, but I sent them anyway."
Saltonstall would be pleased to be president in 1948. Probably he has very little chance. Anyway the prospect frightens him almost as much as it attracts.
A Word or Two on the Record
Saltonstall's record as governor for three terms was commendable, and he is particularly proud of his state's contribution to the war. I asked him what had been his biggest crisis; he replied that the first six or seven \veeks of his first term were the hardest, when he had to clean house and establish the level of government on a new, sanitary basis. This aside, his worst crisis came over birth control. Massachusetts and Connecticut are the only two states in the nation where the practice of contraception is still technically illegal; after years of effort a birth control act finally passed the legislature. The governor believed personally in the bill, but after a stiff struggle with himself he vetoed it. His reason: its enactment would have hopelessly divided the state just when political unity was most necessary at the beginning of the war.
He is very proud of some of the men he got to work for him like Thomas F. Sullivan, a distinguished engineer and former chairman of the Boston Transit Commission, whom he made Boston's chief of police. Oddly enough, it is the governor who fills this municipal post in Massachusetts; Saltonstall, by appointing an Irishman of irreproachable character, pleased almost everybody, rural Republicans and urban Democrats alike.3 Another interesting appointment was that of Matthew W. Bullock as chairman of the State Parole Board. Bullock, a graduate of Dartmouth and the Harvard Law School, and a man with an outstanding civic record, is a Negro.
On January 9, 1945, Leverett Saltonstall was sworn in as junior senator from Massachusetts. When he and his wife arrived in Washington they were met at the train by their daughter Emily, who had temporary leave from her post in the Waves. SaltonstalFs first remark to reporters was characteristic: "I'm not here to make news; Fm down here to try to learn. All I know is that Fin on the honeymoon. No commitments; no promises of any kind/'
He took a strong liberal line on foreign policy at once; one of his first acts was to join a round robin of freshman senators pledging support to the administration on international affairs. I asked him in Boston how
8 Boston is the only great city in the country where the governor of the state, not the mayor, appoints the chief of police. The rural Republicans, who thought that their governors might not be safe in dangerous Boston in the old days, put this measure through in the first place, and rural jealousy of urban political power has kept it on the books ever since.